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5 he preſcribes; he will find here nothing 
about the Chriſtian religion; ; he will find only a 
1 — a few caſed, Which be the; * 
4 Knef examining the, books, handed o uh - 
| flom the Jews, in ordett tie; difcoyer: il we have,” 
not. Been itupoſeil upon sntoge then with ſome, 
 obſctinaridiis on tha manner nf Which Thetrinl 0h 
Wuülahss has bet anducted , If Mr. Krſbine! 
. dis che right f *txatining; thoſe book, be. 
T once an advocate, 
lor dhe eftablithranti)of-on inquiſition, p and the, 
| binds er NAMED 71; be 
1857 arg e ti Hef Ino 1 5011 Holle 


0h High Ani 4A SU 17 121 i814 0 
5 6 C's Bf» 


"0 BY 23-07 afin % TO PAINE! | 
ile pfl bluow o N51 banka nl den 9H - 


. 29 21 vif . 9. BW 35)" ibi Aids Bam 5 * fp 


2 0 — 
$9 ö 
o K "> * 
. 
— 


1 aan 20 03. U 23 1 24940 bei etz * io 
4 
* 5 n 51793 agel 76k ai t TM Is 


BR: vg St. "mb 5 443 . "od noimaSlong: FI «4 
2 noig 77 1 e a2 30 bb 4 8 td ; Do 
agg aden ei ric bitch. 2 01 30% 2 
„ 5 1 ff.... 


* 


A LETTER. 


„ „ 282 . 1 4 * F F4 Wy j os. K 
1 eee e 4 Aae REELS aig "TD. SY; 370 8 ths CE Wet IN 


1 to the world we live in; but this attempts à ſtride; 


. 


Chriſtian æra, was convicted. of bl 


1 N 1 „ 2 8 
1 525 Kalk 2 N 8 "Ne *. ' ty 3 e Y 


1 * / £ ST 31 
7 FX +. . - . 0 5 78 > :: F ; : 4 4 1 
g 1 * innen. en r . Mw 5 
e , e e e ee fe 26 
: of #" wa 4 1 D Y " ; ps 4 4 4 | 2 2 4 g F E 5 5 — f 
; 2 n N 54 2 4 Y 4+ T6 : AZ ef '* N F N « ; . 5 i . 
dark: dt 265IRIFE 5390119802 200; D715 OSA ar gg; 
5 * 
4 » Oo 


Pall the tyrannies tht aflict mankind, tyrænny in celi-. 7 
+. or Par 29% Every other: ſpecies! of A 


ave,” and ſeeks to ue us into eternity. It: 7 
not here, it is to God, and not to man it is 1 


e besreny, dand not an earthlyltribunal, that we are to 


accbunt for our belief; if then we believe falſely and „ 5 
' honourably of the Creator, and that belief med, upon 
us, as far as force can operate, huiman laws and himan 
tribunals, on whom! is the criminality of hat belief to fall; 
on thoſe O impoſe it, or on thoſe | on Whatb f it 38-1 im 5 
polad? ff } 3K? 3 = 55 80 a 17 a e945! 7.01 Sn 110 7 
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Cutec ig London on a charge of 2 auen en 
Abeck lutte the Age of Reaſon | 'Blaſphemy is 2 word 

_ 6b. vaſt ſound, but of equivocal and almoſt indefinite fig- 5 
- hifitation: unleſs we confine it to the ſitnple iden of hurts | "oY 
| juke ar:injuvingithe reputation of any one, «Which. was its 
ne cit, be I As a word, — exiſted ee ] 2 
anit ing a. Greek word, reeiz an A 
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by poiſon: Jelus Cc cri was convidted of hens r= 
the Jewiſh law, and was crucified. Calling Mahomet an 


1 7 impoſtor would be blaſphemy in Turkey; and denying the 


fo - who make” 


 infallivility of the Pope and the Church would be blaſphe- 
my at Rome. What then is to be underſtood by this word 
| blaſphemy? We ſee that in the caſe of Socrates, truth was 
condemned as blaſphemy. Are we ſure that truth is not 
- blaſphemy i the preſfiſt day? Wpe, However be to thoſe | 
ik ſo. whoever they nity. BEE 
A book called the bible has om, voted by men, and de- 
creed by human laws, to be the word of God, and the dis- 
- belief of this is called 'btafphketny. nut if the bible be not 
the word of God, it is the laws, and the execution of them, 
that is blaſphemy, and not the diſbelief. Strange ſtories 
ard told of the Oreatot inthat'dook:;: He-is-reprbſthted 3 
Aung undet theinflitenee of every human paſſion, even 
the moſt malignant kind. If theſe ſtories are falſe, we ert 
i eee to be true, and ouꝑht not to believe them. 
I is therefore a duty; Which every man owes to bimftif, 
And reverentidlly. to hib Maker, to aſcertancby every 


K 
ble enquiry; Whether there be a ſufficient evidence to che · 
Herr them or not. abi bak” ole 50 to wid STECEON 


My dm opinion is decidedly 13 that the evidenceudver nt 


_ wartant che belief, and that ns Get: in foreing that belief 
upon darſelvreßg and upon others. In ſaying this, I have 
no other object in view, than truth. But that I may hbt'be 
I Ros ike upon bare aſſertion, with reſpect ta the 
-__ equivocal ſtate 4 the hible, I will produce an exatapleþand = 
2 will got pick an Gull the bible for the ourgielis;. will 
go fairly to the caſe. Luill take the "two; '6r{-<bopters of. 
bnd lis, ab they hund, and he from thence the:timth'of 
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6 , And/Gol/Taid, Let there be a firmamgnt in the ilk of ghe 4 
— and let if divide the waters from the waters, / LT 
7 And God niade thæ firmameng, and divided: the e EY 
* under the firmament, from the waters which erg b of 


2 1 5 * 5 
mend: and it was ſo. 979 HRS Tod or aber bob to 8 


9 H Aud God fad, Let Abt ar: thi beser gathered 
tozether unto one place, And. let the dry land appear: and it was ſo. 


34 And che evening and the Eos ab di t ey v2 
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* 15 And let them be for lights in he" damen of the benen, a. 


5 5 BR PE n ihe Sith, alld it Was ſPvP . if 
40 And God made fed great lights ;'%the greater Light to FOR the | 
1 day, aud the'Ter light 10 füle cke niglit ü he made the Rars ali 
25 . 17 And God ſet m in t en of wen, to give ng 1 
Bp . the earth. Ih kg fog 2 ie N | 


918 And to Ar dog” over the day LS over he right; "Re to Bice th 


"Tp from the darkneſs: and God tay that i it was. good. PR 3 8 


19 And t eyening. and the morning were the fourth day. 


f 3⁰ And Gofid, Let, the water bing forth abundantly | the 1 8 —_ 
F fowl that may ay above the earth in the _ 


irg creature that hath life : a 
8 4 ' x 1 { 3 
open firmament of heaven. 1 1 LA 60, 97.91, e 
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WY" And God called the finmament Heavea andthe EY 


| morning were the ſecond day. DER, E 


doe And Ged Galledthe diy Lind Earth, andthe gathering ee : 
of the waters called he Seas: and God ſaw that it was güde. 
"tr And God aid, Let the earth bring forth graſs," the herb chin 3 
| Hei; and the fruit-tree yielding fruit after his kind, whoſe ed is" is 1 
itſelf, upon the earth: and it was fa. e S 
2 And the earth brought forth Wis; bebe yin 6 ſeed | 
after his kind, andthe tree omen, ee n ee 1 
his kind: and God faw that it was FA | 9 
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he e 404 Welch, and 1 
fill the eaters in the ſeas, and let fowl mukiply in 1 ls 7s 1 2 
23 And the evening and the morning were the fifth days: 5 ES . 
24 F And God ſasd, Let che earth bring förch the ee 15 
Aeris Kind, cattle e thing and beaſtiof the earth after his HS. 
kind: anch it Was ſo. e 2 ergy „ „ do 


25 And God made the ne EEK his kind, 3 | 


after their kind, and every thing that ererpeth upon the r e N [7 
ein 
26 FC And God ſaid, Let us make man in re, l our 
Likeneſs: and let them have dominjon over the fiſhof the ſea, and.over 
the fow] of the air, and over the cattle, and overall ee en leer 
every oreeping thing that ereepeth vpon the earth. CBS Ep: 4:7), 
27 So Gad created man eee, 95 image of Go: bree, 
be bim : male and female created he them. Ids Beth =, 4 
28 And God bleſſed them, and Gd, ſaid: ity rn By Fraitful, and 
_ - multiply, and repleniſh the. earth, and ſubdue it: and have do minion 
der the fiſh of the; ſea,” and over. he fore of the ein, on, een 
bung thing that moveth upon the earth, i l 
29 J And God faid; Behold,; T have, given jon cer) herh hearing - 
| ſeed; Which is upon the face of . All, the earth, And eyery, tree, 3 
which is the fruit ofa tre yielding fecd;, te ou it ſhall be for me meat, 
. 30-And to every beaſt of the earth, and to every f fowl of- the: air, , and 
to every ching that creepeth] upon the, earth, wherein Vekere 1 is, bk 5 
have given every green herb for meat e 3 nh 
31 And God ſay eyery thing that he had y . and held it Wa 
very eres A the enening and dle mining v were the 
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2 Ae the ſorenth 1 God' « . 10. 85 8 10 had macs, 
„ Wipe, reſted ont the ſeventh dayt from. all his work which 1 ad — 
+3; And God bleſſed the ſeventh, 947% and ſanddified. i 185 becauſe "that _ 
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TH 
| ant of we held, hefore-it-mas in che cafkk. anderay 
£5 ad of 9g geld, before. it grews; for the Lord God had not ORE. 

to rain upon the earth, and there vas not 8 man io till the ground... 3 1 

ccc 1 

beat the ground. e en wes It VIE 25 org ul rink 2 8 . 
7. And the Lord God formed man-of the.duſt of the ground, 
b into his noſtrils t he breath of life; and man became a ning 
ö bold. 921 5 1 F 9 3 l 4" 25 4 

8 F And the Lord God planted = garden errant in Bens ** 
ders de put the man whom. heibatl formed, tu. 

9 And out of the ground made the Lord God to grow every tue 
Hat pleaſant to the'fight, and good'for food: the tree, of. life aloin 
"op midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of goodand er.. 

10 Andd a xiver went; out of Eden to Water the garden; and. rom 
thence; it was parted; and became into four heads. 55 


— 


* 


— 


11. The nam: of the firit is Piſonʒ that is it lch compaſſah the 
"who land of Havilah, ; where. there is M.,, 7 3 . c 

12 And the Sold of that lad 18 gooil chere 10 beim ani 
ohen CC 
13 And the name of the ſetond river ls onen, the baz. e 
e dhe whole land of Ethiopia, s. 


IT 14 And the name of the third river is ia, Fans 


11 boch towards the et of Aﬀyria,/ And the fourth river is Fog 
TY s And the Lord God took the man; and e er Sen 


1 0 rden, to dreſs it and to keep it. 17,199 e MOTT Fong 
B is And the Tord God e the | 


of the garden thou mayest freely cat: SU Or ANY. 3, CRIES 
iy : "IF; But of the tree of "the knowledge of rooll ah rin chou ſhalt nat 
. N for in the day that thou bateſt theikf,, thou ſhalt furely die. 
* 15 N 18 q Andthe Land God fd, It.is yn ponls terra 
de love: I vil wake | in ep meet ber him. | 15 9 

b., 1 Ha and every fowl of the air, * brought thew. pub nt * 
= 1 he wood call Sm and . lam: called every. lying | 
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| beffept* ee net up che Act nal. 
goons 25 Mt! Fa 4 4: 
2 And the rib which the Lord God had ra la wang 3 
Kann and brought her unto the man. W 
23 And Adam faid, This is now. bone of my bones, and fleſh-of | 
wy fleſh : b be called worm, 'becinſe Tho ws taken out of » 
man. : i I 8 

24 8 thall a a-man leave his father at his mother, cad n 
he we unto his wife : and they hall 7 Oo HA p.8 3 
Be 1 Ne OA Ga e ad his wiſe, ae, 
ana. . work: ety * 5 

Theſe 1000 chapters are DER. EY Mofaie adage 
"ve creation; and we are told, nobody Knows by whom, 
that Moſes was inſtructed by God to write that account. , 

It has happened, that every nation of people has been 
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. World-makers; and each makes the world to begin his o 


way, as if they had all been brought up, as Hudibraſs ſays, 
io the trade. There are hundreds of different opinions and 
traditions how the world began. My buſineſs, however, | 
in this place, is only with thoſe two Chapters. 
I begin then by ſaying, that thoſe two chapters, inſtead : 
of containing, as has been believed, one continuedaccount 
olf the Creation, written hy Moſes, contain two different 
and contradictory ſtories of a creation, made by two dif- 
_ ferent perſons, and written in two 99 5 ſtiles of expreſ⸗ 05 
Fon Ide evidence that ſhews this, is fo glear When at- 
tended to without prejudice, that, did. we meet with. tl © 
Gmeevidence in any Arabic or Chinefe account of à crea- 
tigns we ſhould not hefitate in pronouncing it a forgery. 
_ Þproceed. to diſtinguiſh the two ſtories 1 rom each other. 
The firſt ſtory begins at the firſt verſe of thefirſt cha pter, 
and ends at the end of the third verſe of the fecond . | 
for the . conjunction, THUS, with Which the ſe⸗ 
cond ch ter begins, Ne the reader wilt fee) connects itfelf _ 
to the la verſes of the firſt chapter, ani toe three verſes 
belong g to; and make the 60 den of; the firſt tory; | 
The ſecond ſtory begins at the fourth-verſe of the ſecond 
| Chapter ; and ends with that chapter. Thoſe two ſtories have 
been confuſed into one, by cutting off the three Jaſt verſes 
; lofthe firſt ſtory, and throwing them to he ſecond chapter. 
I go now to ſhew that thoſe ſtoried have deen written by 
ro tert „ oe ST NES From.” 
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"4 te ßiſt ftoty;: the word G00 is uſed withaut any (IT... 

47 \ or additional. ward conjoitied with it; as the reader will ſee; 

rF MW and chis ſtile of expreſſion is invariably-uſed throughout the 

f wholcof this tory, and is repeated no leſs than thitty-five _ 

Et (ies. via. In the beginning Gon created the heavens 9 
1 and the earth, and the Ay of Gon moved on the face 

7 * of the waters; and Gon ſaid, Let there be light, and Gow 

WP f the light, &c. KMœh. 

5 But immediately from the beginning of the fourth. — 

c of the ſecond chapter, where the ſecond ſtory begins, the 

» Mile of expreſſion is always the Lord-Ged, and this ſtile * 

* expteſſiom is invariably uſed to the end of the chapter, and 
bf 3s:r6peated'eleverr times; in the one it is always. Gb, and 

n never the Lord-Gody in the 6thet it is always the. e 

55 and never Go. The fieſt ſtory contains thirty - our verſes, 

3 and repeats the ſingle word Gon thirty-five times. The 

* he ſecond ſtory contains tWenty-twWo verſes, and repeats 

» the compound: word Lord God eleven times; this difference 

F 8 of ſtile, fo often repeated, ahd ſo. uniformly, continued, 

* | ſhews; that thoſe two chapters, containing two different ſto» 
28 ties, are written by different perſons, it is the ſame in al! 
. the difforent editions of the ee in all the EET 4 
+ have ſeen;- £1. 1718 7 9 7 N 
* e ae de diffireace of Alber ehe We 
be two chapters divided, as they properly divide theniſelves, 
F at the end of he third verfe of the ſecond chapter, are the 
755 work of two different perſons; I. come to ſhew from the 
1 .  Contradiftory matters they enntain that 7 be che : 
*\ + Work of one perſon, and are two different ſtor es. 1 by 
. It is inþof ble; unleſs the en WAS a Junatie, without T 
. memory, that one and the fatne pet ſo could ſay, as is aid 
ic | in ille 27 and 28 yerſes of the! chapter $5 Cad crea- 

12 El red man in bis ob image, in thei mage of God created 
* . behim: nalr un femult created he them, and God bleſſed - 
q Duben, awd Cn ſuid unto tim, be fruitful; and multipy, 
* a und fubdus it, and have dontumion - 
4 8 e gra aul over the fowls of the air, and 
1 our *2obry ir ew thing, that moveth bn the face of the 
8 Wage)” Tap 8 er ade ca te fc eos 
. 0 e 750 
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chapter, ver. 5, and there was not a man to till the ground; 


and then proceed in the 7th verſe to give another accbunt 2 
of the making a man for the firſt time; Lp arr b of 


| de wels woman out of his rib. ” 1 


Again, one and the ſame perfon kd noe write as is _ 


| written' in the/29th verſe of the firſt chapter; behald ( God) 


kave given you ever herb bearing feed; which is on the face . 


of all the earth: and every tree, in which is the fruit of a 


tree bearing ſeed, to you it ſhall be for meat, and afterwards, 


as is faid: in che ſecond; chapter, that the Lord- God 


pPlanted a tree in the midſt of a e and forbad man 

- Eat ibetecf. 1 > ES 3 1 ke 2 1 2 &f4 *% 
Again, one ard the ſame dernde could not ſ. ay, '* j * Thatths 

4 Beabenchnu the earth were finiſhed; and all the hoſt af them, 


io | 
"Iv - 


= and on the ſeventh day God endrdalt bis work; which he ba 
* nade; andimmediate! y_ after, ifet the Corator: to work 


2 to plant a garden, to make a man and A: Womans 
ae is done in the ſecond chapter. 
Here are evidently two Ae ene contradicting 
_ exchather—According'to the firſt, the Seen the male 
and the female; were made at the ame time.” According 
_ to tlie ſecond, they were made at different times. The man 
Luft, and the woman afterwards..: According tothe! firſt 
| Roxy 


ing torheſecond, their dominion was limited to a gar- 


1 


- 


they were to have dominion over all the earth: Ac. 


en it could be, that one man and one 


woman could refs and. keep in order; I leave to the proſe- 


cutor, the judge, the jury, and Mr; Erſkine to determine. 
The ſtory of 4 fk g ferpent, and its. tete a tete with 


Eve: the r called the Full f Man; and 
dow de was turned out of this fine garden and how the 
2 was afterwards locked up and guarded by a flaming 


(if any one can tell what a ee ſword is) belong 
altogether to the ſecond ſtory. They habe no. congeRtion 


"ck! the firſt ſtory. According to. the firſt there was no 
enn of Eden; po foibidden tee: The ſcene was the | 


whole earth, and the fruit ofall trees was allowed io be eaten. 


918 II giving this example af the ſtrange ſtate of the bible, 


it cannot be ſaid I have gone out 804 | TEA to ſeek it, for 


> 3 the ed nor can it be fad 


_Thave 
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| 15 1 have made more of i ity tub ie makes of way: That We a | 


are two ſtories is as viſible to the eye, when atten 
that there are two chapters, and that they have 


| er. 12 | 


by different perſons, nobody knows by whoin-IFthis; hen, 


is the ſtrange condition, the Wg bfF the bible FER It - 


leads to 2 Juſt ſuſpicion, that the other ures are no better, | 


-and conſequently it becomes every. man 

the caſd. F have done it for, , and Ain 0 fred, that 
the bible is fabulous. . 

Perhaps I ſhall be told in the eintrag age 
1 have often been told by the biſhop of Landaff: 
of the great and laudable pains, that many pic earn 
ed men have taken to explain tlie e Peel 
contradictory, or as they ſay, the Seemingly contra tory pal; 
 fages of the bible. It is becau 


home to the mind, is in itſelf a volume. 
Wuat! does not the Creator of the Unive | 
aw of all Wiſdom, the Origin of all Science, the Author & 
all Knowledge, the God b Order and of Harmony, knoy 
bow to write? When we contemplate the vaſt 'cecofic 
of 3 —— we 1 the wach a regula 
- the viſible ſolar the ton ich 
veral parts revolve, and by hen e 
whole ;—when we launch our eye into the boun ect 
5 of pace, and ſee ourſelves ſurrounded by ere e 
Worlds, not one of which varies from its Mao 07 ih ' 


when we trace the power of a Creator, from a mit bod "= 


- on: from an atom to an univerſe ; can we f 
+ that the mind that could conceive fuch 2 deſign, a 
power that executed it with incomparable e 
not write without inconſiſtence ; or that a book fo writt: 
can be the work of ſuch a power? The writi 250f Thom 
Ee even of LEED no S 1 5 7 et 2 
8 EX n, ex pou » An re- arrange eir 
| Jarts, to render them intelligible—he can e „ 
Vrite an effay, without forgetting in one pa 
written in another; certaint Tithe n, did the 
fectio condeſcend to write! £7 iQate a 
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duty to'exatnine | 


e the Bible needs 3 1 
| undertaking, that is gne of the firſt cauſes to fuſpect it R 
nor the word of God. this lingle u Res ae Gy 
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A ba Lal 150 id. 0 E HIVE: ex one 
8 | Aua „J cannot produce another of equal force. One 
N 3s ſafficient! to call in queſtion the genuineneſs or authenti- 
7 1 ity pf any; book that pretends to be the word of God: 5 
18 21 ſuch a book. would, as before 23 be as perfect as US. F 


S | Author is perfect. 1 1 155 5 oy 5 e A. fo 
I ever 1 af r. apters' urther into 
| 1 of 0 . 28 Sint, and — 9 nou eee, that i is 
£5 t to idate the to which it belongs. 
0 1 179 ee Noat's flood; and it;is impoſſible 
do think of the whole human race, men, women, children, 
and. infants (except; one family). deliberately drowning. 
Withaut feeling a painful ſenſation; that heart muſt de * oh 
| heart; of flint that can « contracts ſuch a ſcene with tran- 
quilityz.. There isnothing i the ancient mythology, nor 
the-religion of any people we know of upon the globe, 
8 records a ſentence af their God, or of their Gods, ſo 
bo ly, ſevere | and mercileſs. If the ſtory l.: not 
- 45u6webl (phemioyly $hongarSaed by believing. it, and 
Ws 07 in forcing, by la ws and 1 — that belief 
5 1 * I go nom to ſhew from the face of ag ory 
ch Fee ee not being true. 
A knou not if che ay 0 BR and Mr. Erſkine, who 
8 zriedpnd convicted iams, ever read the bible, or knozy . 
an a 2h of a it; contents, and. Ae 1 will. Hate, the 


3 batt: 15 


4 


: 4g were no ſueh people, as Ny: 2 or Ilraelites, in the ; 
imp that Noah is faid, to have lived, and conſequently, 
| there was no ſuch law a8 that which i is. <alled. the Jewiſh or 
- AW. It is, according to the bible, more than fix 
dred. years | he: time the flood is ſaid to have happen: 
ech to the time of, Moſes, 2, and conſequently. the time the 
Koc dis id to ave, happened, was more than ſix hundred 
years priar.to the law, called the Law of Moſes, even ad- 
Mittig Moles to have been the giver of War a of whuch 
i 5 3 : oP. is great cauſe to doubt. 
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* We have here tio different epochs, or points of time ; 'Y 
£ Ws and that of the law of Moſes ;. the former 
7 woe chan bx. hs NS prior to the latter. But the 
aker o * che Hood. whoever e has be- 
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"a bin b by ia; for! he has herd b 
of he time HAS told the ſtory; as if the law of . 
was prior to the flood; ; for he has made God to ſay to Noa 
 Genefis,, ch. vii. ver. 2, Of every clean beaſt, thou hls 
4 take unto thee by ſevens, male and his female, Aide 
® beaſts that are =»? clean by two, the male and his female.” 
1 Tbis is the Mofaie Jaw. and could only be faid after that 
wy law 0 given, not before: There was no ſuch thing as 


* beafts' clean and undeant in the time of Noah—it'i is no 7 5 | 

” id, they were created ſo- T hey were only declare to 

1 be 98 as 2 by the Moſac law, and chat to the 7 5 

> WM - oth” and there were no ſuch peop ple as Jews in the time of 
5 Noah. This is the dlundering condition in which this 

3 ſtrange ſtory ſtands. „„ 1 
be. When we feflect on a ſeritence, Fr Mende ſevere, "It 
3 as that of confi ing the whole human race, ee per fo 
3 excepted, to deli berate crowningz 4 ſentence, which re- 


P! eſents the Creator, in 2 more merci Tefs chafacter than : 


6: any of thoſe,” whom we call Pagans, ever repreſented the 

& | _ Creator to be, under de ſigure of any of their deities, e il 
” | ought at leaft ta ſuſp & gur belief of it; onA comparifon . : 1 
5 of the benefcent character of the Creator, wich the tte 
. mendolis ſeverity of the ſentence; but when we ſee the tory | | 
% Bl beet fach an evident contradiction e | 
B t to ſet. it down for nothing" better than'a'Jewiſh"fal IF 
* _told by nobod knows whom, and nobody knows whe i} 
* > 1 13 * relief to the gend ine 2 id ſenſrble foul of: c 0 
ne WM findthe ſtory anfounded. It frees us from two painful ens 
J- WM fations af once ; that of having hard oog bes of the Cre. 
or - tor; on account of the ſeyeß r) of the ſentence; and that 9 
* of ſympathiſing i the horrid tragedy of a drowning world. — 
ure who nnot fe cel the force of what I mean, is not, in 

as uh eftiinari ion, of FharaQer, Forthy't the name of a buman =" 
. . juſt ſald eie great eiue to Aube if x u 1 
5 called 525 law of Moſes, was given by Moſes; the 8 1 
== _ called books of Moſes,” which contain among other things, || 

; what i is called the Moſaic law, are put in front of the ad” 
in the manner of: a e with a Mete, o arp 10 © * 


ae! 


al 
oe — 22 | a - — * 22 
8 — nay 3 
. 1 - 


2 * a 
0 N . 4 * 
0 _ 5 * —— 
— . * * 
- —— Fa 4 — 55 8 — —— 
. ˙— — dem corn Rae ann Jena — ora — 8 


* " 
8 5 , . . 
4 K 72 — 
7 
* — vom - 2 
— rms 7 pine ena; we. 


E ˙ A — —_—_—_—_— 


0 Ingo #this. paſſover ſays, (“ ſurely 


: 7 "id ; 7. * 1 — * . EY \ n r A ik 
8 g - 8 7 8 Y 1 r al?) "7 a "IT y \ 
Lv . $4 % 
K 1 * : g » 
- x» * 0 
y . * 
" . 
, a 
* 
\ . ; a 
: - 
- 
F 2 


* bs plu Sell adit hy andthe hiſtory V they | 
1 8 Hoy, would be frequently referred to in the backs that 


1 700 ;. but this is not the caſe. From the time of Othniel, 
the,firſt of the judges (Judges, ch ili. ver. 9) to the end of Y 
book of Judges, which contains a period of four hun- | 
dred and ten years, this law, and thoſe books were not in 
practice, nor known'among the Jews, nor are they ſo much. 


| BE e to throughout the whole of that Fours And if 


e reader will examine the 22d and 23d chapters of the 2d 


book of Kings, and 71 th chap. 2d Chron. he will, find, that 


NC h law, nor any ſuch books were known in the time 

the] Jewiſh monarchy, and that the Jews were. Pagans 

during the whole. of that time, and of their judges. 
1 — firſt time the law, ca called the law of Moſes, made 


Br Its APNEATANCE, was in the time of Joſiab, about 3 1] 


years after Males was dead, it is then ſaid to have been 


11 and. by » The account of this, finding, or pre- 
tend ry inding, ese ren eb xxxiv. ver. 14 15, 
16, 18 ilkiah th N aund. ve, book of the aw. | 

« of the Lord, given es, and Hilkiah anſwered, 
— 


7 5 to 3 e 4g 1 haxe found the book 
(et * Lord, an Hilkiah deliver- 
48 han 2. C0 the book, | 


late Aach e of 
(two well EOS frauds), Jo "ay 8 the 1 reli | 
gion of the Jews, maſſacred all the Pagan Prieſts, though 
© He himſelf had been a Pagan, as the e will ſee in te 
Ac ch. 2d Kings, and thus eſtabliſhed in. blood, the is 
that is there called the law of Moſes, and inſtituted a paſs- 
over in. n con en aration thereof. The 22d-ver. in ſpeak- 
12 e 7 2 there Ns oy e 415 
© 2 pa Vers Om t JS judges, f uqged i- 
. el, nor in all the days of the £ ngs: of lid, nor the 
0 kings s of Judah; and the 2 th ver. — 5 ſpeaking of this 
prieſt⸗ illing Joſiah, ſays, . unto, him there was no 
e * that x trteio the Lord with his by arts 
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ing kings without exception. It is alſo a declaration 
againſt all that reigned after him, of which there were four, 
the whole time of whoſe reigning make but twenty- two 
years and fix months, before the Jews were entirely broken, 


fore evident that the law called the law. of Moſes, of which, 


_ the Jews talk fo much, was romulgated and eſtabliſhed | 
ö 


up as a nation and their monarchy deſtroyed. It is there. 


% 5 Mr 15 ' | ; 
F & and with all his foul, and with all his might, according 3 
* to all the law of Moſes; neither after bim arte 
* there any \ike bin.“ This verſe like the former 
one, is a general declaration againſt, all the preced- 


{> 


only in the Jatter time of the Jewiſh monarchy ; and it is 


very remarkable, that no ſooner had they eſtabliſhed it than 


| . they were a deſtroyed people, as if they were punifhed for 


King an impoſition and axing the name of the Lord to 
= znd maſſacteing their former priefts upder pretence of - - 


religion. The ſum of the hiſtory of the Jews is this 


by 


den eſtabliſhed a law which they called the law of the Lord. 
given by Moses, and were deſtroyed. This is not opinion 


Levi, the Jew, who has written an anſwer to the Age of 
Reasan,..gives a ſtrange account of the law. called. the law 


of Moſes... 


1 
a 
7 


4 
L 
; 
# bdut hiſtorical evidence. 
c 
2 
8 


1 peaking of the ſtory of the ſun, and moon, ſtanding. 
8 


s | il}, that the Iiradlites mi 
— enemies, and bang all their 


- 


ings, as told in Joſhua, ch. x. 


e | be lays, „ There is alſo another proof of the reality of this 


„ HS miracle, which is the appeal that the author of the book 


i- | of Joſhua makes to the book of Jaßber is not this writ- | 


h en in the book of Faſher. Hence continues Levi, it is 
& ; | t the book, 'commonly. called the book of 


ze || © manifeſt that t 


they continued to be a nation aboũt a thouſand years, they 


ſralites might cut the, hroats of all their, | 


& | ** of Joſhua was written ;” and pray Sir, continues Levi, 


k- What b 
ch eee e e 
ſ- | many other 


* 


us de is giving his opinion upon another part. _ 
9 | + 160 vol, hayevers eupert tohad fo much igdora 
t | 2.Jew with reſpect to the hiſtory. of his nation, tho 


ugh? 


— . 


4 
—— 
9 


k do you. think this was f 20h; no othgr than the 
7% Levi, like the biſhop. of Handaft and 

„ ö gueſs- Work commentators, either forgets, or. 
he Joss not know. what there is in one part of the bible when 
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PR Mg not de fiprifel atit in a anz if as ile 
into the account given in the iſt ch. 20 book of Samuel, % 

the Amalakite Nlaving Saul, and bringing the crown "and 
bracelets to David, he will nd the following recital, ver. 
EP 55 1 18, © and David called one of the young g men and 

- ** aid, go near and fall upon him (the Amalakite) and he 
I Wh. ſmote him that he died, and David lamented with this 
4 Jamentation over Saul and « over Jonathan his fon; alſo. 
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. 40 he bad them teach the children the uſe of the bow: 5 be- 
5 : « Pod It ir written in the book of. Faſter.” . Ik the book of 
| . Jaſher were what , Levi calls it, the Jaw of Mofes, writ- 
ten by Moſes, it is not/poſtible that any thing that David. 
] * Gi or did could be written in that law, fince Moſes died 
more than five hundred years before Pas was born; and 
on the other hand, admitting the book of Jaſker to be the 
Ae, called he law of Moſes, that law muſt have been 
Vritten mol than fivehundred) ears after Moſes was ; dead, 
or it could not relate a1 thin; Aide or done by David, Levi 
by b Auake which of thele Caſes h ic pleaſes, 4 for both: are again 1 
im. 4 5 thy <4 ES 5 
IL em not going, in he wont of this Fetter, n write 1 
commentary on the bible, The two inſtances I have pro- 
duced, and which are taken from the beginning of thebible, 
ew che neceſlity of examining it. II is a book that bas 
deen read more, and examined leſs, than any bock that 
cer exiſted. Had it come to us as an 'Arabie or "Chineſe _ 
Book, and faid to have been a facred book. by't the xl 
from whoa it came, no 795 ogy 'wauld ! have been made 5 
for the confuſed and diſorderly ſtate it is in. The tales . 
. telates of the Creator would have been cenſured, and dur 
pity excited for thoſe who believed them, We ſhould have 
Ul -- W e Uh the go godneſs of Sog agypft. tuch 2. bo book, and 
1 * teached up the e Abelict of it out of.” reverence, to him, ; 
E Vhy then do we not atlas honofabl: | 12 the *Creftor i in 
„the one. py as we would. 40 i in the 5 65 une 
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i Chineſe 

Ii 15 book We would have examined it; ought. we not then to 

-- Examine it 28 4. Jewiſh book ? "The Bite are a people 

- who have all the appearance of far greater antiquity | than 

| — Jews, and in point of permanency, thete is ng com- 

16 = . They are alſo a people of mild 1 Pu of 
\_ Or. s PI) where: PONe have deen e by 


, * * 0 Wa 
F p 7 


. 


* ("X57 a 4 r 44 
x . * 
\ . * 
\ * . : 


. 


81 
* 


1 - 


. 
. 


CCC 
0 1 - * " l . , 5. 3%. be * 
- 1 * b . | 


- ny Wy * > 
- * PR . 
N 1 
* I 2 £ 88 
5 : 
; ' — + 


* 
* 


. commerce. Vet we ke the 1 of A Puli 


bloody: minded people, as the Jews of Paleſtine were, oe 
ve would reject the ſame. authority from a better ,people, 

We ought to ſee it is habit and prejudice. that have pre- 
vented people from Examining the bible. Thoſe of che | 

church of England call it holy, becauſe the Jews called it 


Jo, and becauſe cuſtom and certain acts of parliament call 
it ſo, und they read it from cuſtom. Diſſenters read it far 


-— 


Ate witches an wir zards; and the erſons Who — 


the purpoſe of doctrinal dontroverſy, and are very fertile in 


doing this, they take it blindfolded, and will have it to be 
the word of God whether it be ſo or not. Fot my own. 


part, my belief in the perfection of the Deity, will not p 
mit me to. believe that a book ſo manifeſtly obſcure, d 
orderly, and contradictory, can be his. work, I can — 
aà better book myſelf. This diſbelief in me proceeds from 
my belief in the Creator. I cannot pin my faith upon the 


gay 30 of Hilkiah the prieſt, wha ſaid he found it, or . 


part of it, not upon Shaphan the ſeribe, nor upon any pr 
{0k any feribe, or man of the law of the preſent day. a 4 ON 


As to acts of parliament, there are ſome that ſay, t the 


thoſe acts (it was in the time of James I.) made alſo ſome 


Non Acts which call. the bible the holy ſcriptures. or, 3 * 


Sod. But acts I ee decide nothing with „ 
to God; and as the 


With reſpect 1 to. witches. and. wizzards, they may. alſo þ 
wrong with ee the book in queſtion. It is. 95 
d it. the book N it is ci duc fo 75 


acts of parliament· makers were 1/5 A 


fore neceſſary 
examine it; CRT to ſuppreſs t the right of « examinatiòn is f 


_ diſcoveries and inventions. But none of them read it for 1 
the pure purpoſe of information, and of rendering juſtice . | 


CY 


to the Creator by examing if the evidence i it contains Fer 5 
rants the belief of its being what it is called. Inſtead of 


ful in overnment or in any judge or jury. The Ol 1 
[ makes of to ſay to Ie. B vp” 1. 1 And 
« when the Led the God Hull deliver them before thee, = 1 
* ſhalt make. no. covenant. with k hem, nur Heth mercy unto © 1 
45 them. Not all the prieſts, nor ſcxibes, nar tribu 2 
in the warld, tior all che — DS of. man, ſhall . I 
7 hz e ae . 4 een e. ll 
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| . een G cm it'is impol®le 
| . that J, Or an 
1 Creator as 10 
ju "God: 


fat we have been impoſed upon, firſt by Jews, and alter. 
1 Wards by 


y — — 
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Io DT it can be proved to be ſo, it ought to be believed 
© \as ſuch; if not, it ought not to be believed as ſuch. This is 
the true fate of the cuſe. The Age of Reaxon produces evi- 


; 


hae not done not attempted to do, and con 
2% "Have gene nothing ro the purpoſe. 


4; Jes 4 court of 


tin perſon was aid to o have ſpoken, the point 
Would be, that fuch words were e 
5 15 Mr. Frfkine woul content n 


55 25 it into ridicule: - Taking 


( —_— 
| Tf God himse If was not to be believed be caſe 

ingly diſterent with reſpect to the Ige of Rearon. That 
bock is Written to ſhew from the bible itſelf, that there is 


7 1 3 * 9 
3 1 q Ko «- *'Q = : a. Te 9 P 
VE W 5 XK 
1 * => % d 8 * , - 


VVV 


perſon who believes as reverentially of the 
Leun believe ſuch a book. to be the e word 6 of 


"Thee — been, and ſtill are, thoſe, welds hilt they 
>55 to believe the bible to be the word of God affect to 
their profeſſion and con- 
rether, they act blaſphemouſly : becauſe they act as 
is exceed> 


a ndant matter to ſuſpect i it is not the word of God, and 


prieſt and commentators. 
Not one of thoſe who have attempted to write dete to 
the e Reasom have taken the ground upon which only 
An anſwer could be written. The caſe in queſtion- nor. 
upon any point of doctrine, but altogether upon a. 115.80 
F fact. Is the book calle? the bible the word of God or is it 


dence to ſhew, and J have in this letter produced additional . 
"evidence, that it is not the word of God. Thoſe who take 
the contrary fide, ſhould prove that it is. But This he . 


The proſecutors of Williams hays: ſhrunk Seite . 
das the anfwerets haye done. They are availed themſelves 
- If. prejudice inftead of probf. If a writing was produced 
judicature, aid to be the writing of a certain 
erfon,) and upon the reality or non-reality of which, 
Tome matter at iſſue depended, the point to be proved would 
De, that ſuch writing -waSthewriting of fuch perſon. Or 
i the iffue depended upon certain words, which ſome cer- 
be proved 
Hh ? 0d 


is of 
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| inſt. Williams, charges him with 
bliſhing a book, entitled the ge of Reason, which, it 
fays, is an impious blaſphemous pamphlet, tending to ri- 
dicule and bring into contempt the holy ſcriptures. Na- | 
thing is more eaſy than to find abuſive words, and Engliſn 
proſecutions are famous for this ſpecies of vulgarity. The 

charge however is ſophiſtical; woe the charge as growing, 
out of the pamphlet ſhould have ſtated, not as it now ſtates, TA 


; 4 


to ridicule and bring into contempt the holy ſcriptures, but 
to ſhew, that the books called the holy ſcriptures are not the, 
holy ſcriptures., It is one thing if I ridicule a work as being 
written by a certain perſon; but it is quite a different thing 
if 1 write to prove that ſuch work was not written Ny de 
perſon. In the firſt caſe, I attack the perſon through the 
work; in the other caſe, I defend the honor of the perſon. 
againſt the work. This is what the Age of Reason does, 
and conſequently the charge in the indictment is ſophiſticale> # 
ly ſtated. Exery one will admit, that if the bible be noe. , 4 
the word of God: we err in believing. it to be his word, and {| 
ought not to believe it. Certainly, then, the ground the 
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proſecution ſhould take, would be to prove that the bible | 0 ; 


is in fact what it is called. But this the proſecution has not 
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In all caſes the prior fact muſt be proyed, before the ſub- | 


ſequent facts can be admitted in evidence. In ͤ a proſecu 
tion for adultery, the fact of marriage, which ie the prior = 
| fact, muſt be proved before the facts to prove adultery can 

it. be received. If the fact of marriage cannot be proved, a- 

es dultery cannot be proved; and if the proſecution. cannot 
d WM prove che bible io be the word of God, the charge of blaſ- * þ 
in W phemy is viſionary and groundleſe. 


\ 
＋ 


1 


h, In Turkey they, might prove, if the caſe. happened, that, || 
Id a certain book was bought of a certain bookſeller, and that 


We 4 


Jr the ſaid book was written againſt the koran. In Spain and 
1 ee ne that a certain book was bought 3 


* 


certain bookſeller, and that the ſaid book was written 


155 infallibiligy.of the Pope. Under the ancient m- 
A | thology.they might have proved, that a certain writing wa 
he | bought of a certain perſon, and that the ſaid writing was: | 
if Written againſt the belief of a plurality of gods, and in th + 
or | fupportof the belief of one God: Socrates was condemned 
CW 


1 ; f 8 4 4 N a 
2 kg i» 1 ö 8 » 5, * N A -_ 


= 13 
$29 LE 


COME u ov A AGO ᷣͤ8 I RIS 7 oi, OA PIER —— — 0» By 
7 —— * — 3 — — 


— — 


2 
— 
— 


. "I 27 F e 
an cs AEZ CN facts Anz ame tin 461th} me. 
nel the priot᷑ Frets be proved. The prior fact with reſpect 
te the Beſt caſe is Is dhe tornn the word of God? with re- 
ſpect to the ſecond, Is the in fallibihty of the pope a truth? 
With reſpect to che third; Is the belief of a plurality of gods 
| ̃ctcttue belief? and in HRke AAA with reſpect to the pre 
ptoſccation, Is the Book called the bible the word of God * 
If che preſent proſecution prove ho more than. vould be 
proved + in any or All of theſe caſes ; it proves only as they 
dd, or as an Inquiſition would prove, and, in this view of 
the caſe, the proſecutors ought at leaſt to Rave off reviling 
| thatiefernal inftitution, the inquilition. The profecution, 
'* however, though it mayinjure the individual way promote 
| 7 the cauſe of truth; becauſe the manner in which it has been 
{| condutted appears a confefffon to the world, chat there is 
| no Eviderice to prove that the bible is the word of God. 
On what anthority then do we believe the many frange 
ſtories that the'bible tells of God. 
This profecution has been carried on RUSTY the me. 
dum of what is called a ſpecial jury, and the whole of a 
ſpecial jury is nominated by the maſter of the crown office. + 
Mr. Eiche vaunts himfelf upon the bill he brought iuto 
parliament with reſpect to trials, for whatthe government 
party calls, libels.” But if in crown proſecutions the maſter 
of the erown-office is to continue to appoint, the whole 
| ſpecial jury, which he does by nominating the forty -eight 
rere f from which the folicitor of each party is to ſtrike 
ont twelve, Mr. Erſkine's bill is only vapour and fmoke. 
The root of the 19 lies in the manner of forming 
the jury, and to Mr. Exſkine's bill aj pptics: no remedy, 
When the trial of Williams came on, 011 eleven of the 
ſpec ia jurymen appeared, and the trial was 50 houtHed. 
_- coſts where the whole number do not appear, it clin. 
| * to make up the deficiency by taking liedes from 
- perſons ER in court. This, in the law ge, is called 
1 —. * Was not this done it this cafe? KReaſbn | 
IE Ry bh not "one. to e an A man 
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jury was ſtruck en the prayer of the attorney-genergl, 


- hear che pe 


Ft 23 1 


thati explains a great deu with, reſpect to ect juries 12 
crown proſecutionss. 


On the triabof 3 and others, erg 3 -Þ 
£16 


prietors of the Morning Chronicle, for a libel, a 


ute3 to be called Diabolus Regis or King's Devi 


f "FIR 


 .. Only ſeven or eight of che ſpecial jury appeared, and 
the attorney-general not praying a Tales, the trial Rood 


over to a future day, when it was to be brought 0 on 2 fer 
cond time, he attorney- general prayed, for a ge N I 
jury, but as this was not admiſſible, the original ſpecial 


jury was ſummoned. Only eight of them appeared; on 
vrluch the attorney- general laid, as I cannot, on 2 ſecond 
trial, have a ſpecial jury, I will pray a Taler. Fo our per» # 
Ens were then taken from perſons preſent | in court, and 


added to the eight ſpecial jurymen. The jury V Went At 
two o'clock to confult on the verdict, and the. 


( 
5 yon) underſtanding they were divided, ang ſikely to b e fome ; 


time in mak ing up their minds, retired from 1. Eds 


went home. At feven, the jury went, attended by an offi- 
cer of the court, o the judge's houſe, and delivered A ver- 
dict, . Guiliy of publiſbing, but with no malttious inten- 
lion.“ \ The judge ſaid, © 7 cannot record this verdict; 
© it is us verdift at all.“ The jury withdrew, and after 
ſetting iu conſultation till five in the morning, braught in 
A verdict, NOF-GUILTY. Would this have been the 
Cale, had they been all ſpecial jurymen nominated by the 
_ watterof the crown-office ? This is one of the caſes that 
ought to open the eyes of people with reſpect to the ane | 
ner of forming fpecial juries, 


On the trial of Williams, the judge oreventes the coun- 


ſel for the defendant proceeding in the detence. The pro- 
ſecution had ſelected a number ef paſſages from the Age of 
Reafon, anc inſerted them in the indictment. The defend. 
ing. counſel was electing other paſſages to ſhew,. that the 


paſſages in the indictment were concluſions drawn from 


premiſes, and unfairly ſeparated. therefrom in the in- 


dictment. The. judge ſaid, he did not know how to att ; 


meaning thereby, whether to let the counſel proceed ia 
the defence of not z and aſked the jury, if they withed to 
llages read which the defending counſel ld foes 


8 ttt - £9 D 2 5a SI lected 


* . 
; * OR IE 16 * : a 4 g 
128 * « 4 > 4 un 
0 —— - * 4 " 4 4 = 4 9 : Hos 
A . 1 —— — —  —  — at wall) oe Li : 
— —— e ai. een 2 . 
"Me * E 


— — a 
_ * L ” 1 — . . — ——— 
"> * 4 nd : : —ů — 
> " F \ 4 
: . p F 
[ l . \ ; 
4 *A % A * ry * * - 
b - > p * 


7 : — * 4 
- 1 "x4 
t { 4 24 * 
Oo 


lecded. 0 The} jury aid, No, and the defendin be e 
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in conſec uence doe. Mr. Erſkine then, Falſtaff like, 
Having all the field to himſelf, and no enemy at hand, laid 
About him moſt heroicly, and the jury found the defend- 


N 


taken up by the proſecuting party) the judge ſhould aſk 
the jury 0 00 were then a packed j jury) if they were fa- 
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of the accuſed party. It needs no Youth of Wiſdom to make 
an application of this cafe. | 


1 is not a trial N Kenyon's own explanation of law. 
| Ona late trial in London Selthens, verſus Hooſſman) 


il on a policy of inſurance, one of the jurymen, Mr. Dunnage, 


after hearing one ſide of the caſe, and without hearing the 
other fide, got up and ſaid, it was as legal a policy of in- 
ſurance as ever was written. The judge, who was the 


20as @ great misfortune when any gentleman of the jury takes 
1p his mind on a cauſe before it was. 1. 0 Mr. Erſkine, 
& whoin that caſe was counſel for the defendant ; (in this, 
bde was againſt the defendant) cried out, it is Worſe than a 
\. misfortune, it it a fault.” The judge in his addreſs to the 


on each ſide, to the witneſſes, and to the judge, and ſaid, 


Ii ben all this was dine, AND NOT UNTIL, THEN; 
ni was the buſineſs of the jury. to' declare what the juſtice 

1 40 of the case bas; and that it was extremely raſh and ini- 
| 


40 prudent in any man to draw a conc luſion _ e all the pre- 


© Twas to be Lge 
doctrine, the trial of Williams is an irregular trial, the 


As to the ſpecial juries, they are but modern; and were 
inſtired for the purpoſe of deterinining caſes at lau be 
VI. | 5 en 
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tisfied? If the jury faid VEs, the trial ended, and the jury 
> Procerded to give their verdict, without hearing the defence 


Tame as preſided on the trial of Williams, replied, that it 


1 jury, i in ſumming up. the evidence, expatiated upon, and 
Il a, explained the parts, which the law aſſigned to'the counſel 


« iges were laid be oy them, upon whith that conclufion | 
—4A ccording then to Kenyon's own | 


verdict an irregalar verdict, and as ſuch, is not recordable. 


Ant guy. I know not if Mr. Erſkine ran out of court 
| and hallooed, hizza for the bible and the trial by jury. 
„ obeſpiere cuſed a decree to be paſſed during the trial 
it Up: riffot and 'others, that after a trial had laſted three 
i a 855 (the whole of which time, in the caſe of Briſſot, was 


* Tritt now ſtate a caſe to ſhew, that the trial | of Williams 5 


t tween . 4 TUE, as the bod of ena 1 
chants accounts qiffers from thàt of, common tradeſmen, - | 
and their buſineſs by lying. much in foreign bills of a -| 


top of a hill, and the other in a valley, and they will ſwear 


will lay a bowl of punch it is not, and leave it to the par- 


and they will ſay, they know of no ſuch a one on the turf. 
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change, infurauces, &. is of a different deſcription 1 to that 
of common tradeſmen, it. might happen. that a commm 
jury might not be. competent to form a. judgment · The | 
law that inſlituted ſpetial juries makes it necſſary that the 5 
Jurors be merchants,-0r of the degree of <guires,- A ſpe 1 
Jury: in London is gener ally.compoſed of merchants. and | 
in the country of men called country ſquires, that Is, f 
Jerk or men qualified to hunt fo s. I he one | 
decide. very well upon a caſe of pounds, ſhillings, and. ] 
pence, or. 2 the counting-houſe ; and the other of the l 
. or the chace. "But who would not laugh, har 
becauſe ſuch men can decide ſuch caſes, they can alſo be | 
jurors upon theology. Talk wit. ſome London merchamts 
about ſcripture, and they will underſtand you mean $zraf, || 
and tell you how much it is worth at the Stock Exchange. 1 
Ask them about "Theology, and they will fays. they ky | 
of no ſuch gentleman upon Change. Tell ſome country - | 
. quires of the ſun and moon ſtanding Rill, the one on the | 


it is a lie of one's own making. Tell them that God-Al ; 
mighty ordered a man to make a cake and bake it with a 4 
t—d and eat it, and they will fay, it is one of Dean Swiss 
blackguard ſtories. Tell them it is in the bible, and they. - 4 


>, 4, 
. 


ſon of the pariſh to decide. Aſk them alſo. about theology, 


An appeal to ſuch juries, ſerves to bring the bible into more 
ridicule than any thing the author of the Age of Reaſon has 
written; and the manner in which the trial has been on- 
ducted, ſhews, that the proſecutor dares not come 52 che 
point, nor met the defence of the defendant. Bud all ö 
other caſes apart, on what grounds of right, 1 4 
than on the right aſſumed by an inquifition do ſuch pro-. - 

ſeoutions ftand. Religion is aprivate affair between every | 
man and his Maker, and no tribunal or third party has a - . | 
Tight to interfere beter them. It is not properly a thing Wl | 
of this world; it. is on practiſed j in this world; but its it 
beet! iS in a ſuture wor] and it is no otherwiſe. an ob- | | 


ect of juſt laws than for its DEE GS protecting t the equal. 
"fights of all, however various their belief may be. If one 


man 8. to believe the book called the bible to be the 


Creation he has made. 


"word of God; and another, from a convinced idea of the 
pority and perfection of God, compared with the contra- 
ei crions the book contains ; from the laſeivioufpeſs of fome 
of. its ftories, like that of Lot getting drunk and debauch- 
ing kis two daughters, which is not ſpoken of as a crime, 
and for which the moſt abſutd 150101 er are made; from 
the immorality of ſore of its/precepts; like that of: ſhewing 


no mercy ; and from the total want of evidence on tlie caſe, 


"thinks he ought not to believe it to be the word of God: 

each of them bas an equal right; and if the one has a right 
to give his reaſons for believing it to be ſo, t- other has an 
equal right to give his reaſons for belheving the contrary. 
Any thing that goes beyond this rule is an Inquiſition. Mr. 
Erfline talks of his moral education; Mr. Erſkine is very 
little acquainted with theological ſudjects, if he does not 
| Know there is ſuch a thing as a ſincere aud religious belief 
that the bible is not the word of God. This is my belief; 

it is the belief of thoufands far more learned than Mr. 
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calls it: it is the direct reverſe of infidelity.” It is a pure 


religious belief, founded on the idea of the perfecl on of 
N Creator. If the bible be the word of God, it needs 
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auc every caufe to ſuſpect impoſition. Leave then the'bi- 


ble to itfelf. God will take care of it if he has any thing 
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